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ABSTRACT 


The present invention provides a method of sonic treatment 
to selectively reduce the void volume of a sintered polymer 
such as porous high density polyethylene (HDPE). The 
invention also provides a method and an article of manu- 
facture for receiving a liquid sample, where a first portion of 
the sintered polymer (la) overlies a solid surface (4^) and a 
second portion of the polymer (lb) overlies a window {4^7). 
Sonic treatment of the sintered polymer reduces the void 
volume of the first portion (la) conq)ared to die second 
portion (lb). As a result, a liquid sample applied to the 
polymer will preferentially migrate through the second 
portion (lb), ratiier than through the first portion (la). When 
the article of manufacture is used to analyze a Hquid sanqjle 
sudi as blood, less san^le is required because of the 
preferential migration in the sonicaily treated sintered poly- 
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